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Art Unit: 1712 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

The meaning of "p-alkylpolystyrene" is unknown. Placing the "alkyl" before "poly" 
would mean a single alkyl group is placed somewhere along the polymer chain. 

The meaning of "p-arylpolystyrene" is unknown. Is there a single additional aryl 
group besides the styrenic aryl groups? 

The meaning of "styrene-butadiene copolymer (SBS)" is unclear. The second 
term requires a triblock polymer (see col 5 line 12 of Tan '642). The first term does not. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over JP60126322. 
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The reference spins fibers from a mixture of polyesterurethane and polystyrene. 
Oral translation indicates the polyurethane is used at 30-80% and the polystyrene at 70- 
20% (page 3). The reference reports the viscosity of the urethane and melt indices of 
both polymers, but does not appear to report the MW. The viscosity and melt indices 
correlate to MW although the examiner does not know the mathematical correlation. 
Applicant should comment on the reference's inherent MW's in the next response. The 
MW's claimed by applicant are the conventional MW's for polyurethane elastomers and 
polystyrene. Given that the reference and applicant employ the composition for the 
same end use (spun fibers), one can infer the reference inherently has the necessary 
MW's. 

Claims 1-4 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
JP601 26322 in view of MacLeay '096 and LaFleur '054. 

JP60126322 does not report the MW's for his polystyrene and polyurethane. 

The claimed MW's encompass the conventional values. MacLeay (col 7 line 65) 
states that commercial polystyrene has a MW of 200,000-350,000. LaFleur (col 5 line 
29) states that thermoplastic elastomeric polyurethanes have MW's in the range of 
10,000-50,000. 

It would have been obvious to select polyurethanes and polystyrenes within 
conventional MW ranges when producing the JP601 26322 fiber. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Buttner whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1084. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays from 10 to 5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Randy Gulakowski, can be reached on 571-272-1302. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



David Buttner 
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